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China
FEEFSIKEKRE Billiards Clubs
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The Professional's Choice

Official Table Supplier, Sponsor & Certified Fitters:
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Billiard inEurope
GBEGS =M & America

The history of billiards is long and very rich. The game has been played by kings and commoners, presidents,
mental patients, ladies, gentlemen, and hustlers alike. It evolved from a lawn game similar to the croquet played
sometima during the 15th century in Northern Europe and probably in France. Play was moved indoors to a
wooden table with grean cloth to simulate grass, and a simple border was placed around tha edgas. The balls
wara shoved, rather than struck, with woodean sticks called “maces” . Tha term “billiard” Is derived from
French, either from the word “billart” , one of the wooden sticks, or “bille” , a ball.

The game was originally played with two balls on a Six-pocket table with a hoop similar to a croquet wicket
And an upright stick used as a target. During the 18th century, the hoop and target gradually disappeared,
leaving only the balls and pockets. Most of our information about early billiards comes from accounts of playing by
royally and other nobles. It has been known as the “Noble Game of Billiards™ since the early 1800" s,
but there is evidence that people from all walks of life have played the game since its inception. In 1600, the
gamea was familiar enough to the public that Shakespeara mentioned it in Antony and Cleopatra. Seventy-five
years later, the first book of billiard rules remarked of England that there were “few Towns of note there in
which hath not a publick Billiard-Table. "

How billlards came to America has not been positively established. There are tales that it was brought to St.
Augustine by the Spaniards in the 1580°s but research has failed to reveal any trace of the game there, More
likely it was brought over by Dutch and English settlers, A number of American cabinetmakers in the 1700's
turned out exquisite billiard tables, although in small quantities. Neverthelass, the game did spread throughout
the Colonies. Even George Washington was reported to have won a match in 1748, By 1830, despite primitive
equipment, public rooms devoted entirely to billiards appeared. The most famous of them was Bassford 's,
a New York room that caterad to stockbrokers. Here a number of American versions of billiards were developed,
including Pin Pool, played with small wooden targets like minlature bowling pins, and Fifteen-Ball Pool,
describad later.

The Amarican billiard industry and the incradible rise in popularity of the game are due to Michaal Phelan,
the father of American billiards. Phelan emigrated from Ireland and in 1850 wrote the first American book on the
game. He was influential in devising rules and setting standards of behavior, An inventor, he added diamonds
to the table to assist in aiming, and developed naw table and cushion designs. He was also the first American billiard

columnist. On January 1, 1859, the first of his weekly articles appeared in Leslie's lllustrated Weekly. A few

months later, Phelan won a prize of $15,000 at Detroit in the first important stake match held in the United States.
He was a tireless promoter of the game and created the manufacturing company of Phelan and Collender. In

1884 the company merged with its chief competitor, J.M. Brunswick & Balke, to form the Brunswick-Balke-

Collender Company, which tightly controlled all aspects of the game until the 1950's. Its successor, Brunswick

Billiards, is still the largest Amarican manufacturer.

Fiftean-Ball Pool was played with 15 objact balls, numberad 1 through 15. For sinking a ball, the player
racaived a numbar of points aqual to the valua of tha ball. The sum of the ball values in a rack is 120, so tha
first player who received more than half the total, or 61 , was the winner. This game, also called "61-Pool,” was
used in the first American championship poel tournament held in 1878 and won by Cyrille Dion, a Canadian. In
1888, it was thought more fair to count the number of balls pocketed by a player and not their numerical
value . Thus Continuous Pool replaced Fifteen-Ball Pool as the championship game, The player who sank
the last ball of a rack would break the next rack and his point total would be kept "continuously” from one
rack to the next.

Eight-Ball was Invented shortly after 1900; Straight Pool followed in 1910, Nine-Ball seems to have developed
around 1920. One-Pocket has ancestors that are older than any of these; the idea of the game was described in
1775 and complete rules for a British form appeared in 1869,
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From 1878 until 1956, pool and billiard championship tournaments were held almost annually, with one-on-one

challenge matches filling theremaining months. At times, including during the Civil War, billiard results received

wider coverage than war news. Players weare so renowned that cigarette cards were issued featuring them. Tha BCA
Hall of Fame honors many players from this era, including Jacob Schaefer, Sr. and his son, Jake Jr., Frank Taberski,
Alfredo De Oro, and Johnny Layton. The first half of this century was the era of the billiard personality . In 19086
Willie Hoppe, 18, established the world supremacy of American players by beating Maurice Vignaux of France
at balkline. Balkline is a version of carom billiards with lines drawn on the table to form rectangles . When both
object balls lie in the same rectangle, tha number of shots that can be made is restricted. This makes the game much
harder because the player must cause one of the balls to leave the rectangle, and hopefully return. When balkline
lost its popularity during the 1930's, Hoppe began a new caraar in three-cushion billiards which he dominated until
his retirement in 1952. Hoppe was a true American legend-a boy of humble roots whose talent was discoverad early,
a world champion as a teenager, and a gentleman who held professional titles for almost 50 years. One newspaper
reported that under his manipulation,the balls moved "as if under a magic spell.” To many fans, billiards meant Hoppe.

While the term "billiards” refers to all games played on billiard tables, with or without pockets, some people
take billiards to mean carom games only and use pool for pocket games. Carom games, particularly balkline,
dominated public attention until 1919, when Ralph Greenleaf's pool playing captured the nation’s attention.
For the next 20 years he gave up the title on only few occasions. Through the 1930's, both pool and billiards,
particularly three-cushion billiards, shared the spotlight. In 1941 the Mosconi era began and carom games declined
in importance. Pool went to war several times as a popular recreation for the troops. Professional players toured
military posts giving exhibitions; some even worked in the defense industry. But the game had more trouble
amarging from Waorld War Il than it had getting into it. Returning soldiers were in a mood to buy houses and
build careers, and the charm of an afternoon spent at the pool table was a thing of the past, Room after room closed
quielly and by the and of the 1950's it looked as thought the game might pass into ablivion. Willie Mosconi, whao
won or successfully defended the pocket billiard title 19 times, retired as champion in 1956,

Billiards was revived by two electrifying events, one in 1961, the other in 1986. The first was the release of
the movie, The Hustler, based on the novel by Walter Tevis. The black-and-white film depicted the dark life
of a pool hustler with Paul Newman in the title role. The sound of clicking balls sent America into a billiard
franzy. New rooms opanad all over the country and for the remaindar of the 60's pool flourished until social
concerns, the Vietnam War, and a desire for outdoor coaducational activities lad to a decline in billiard
interest. By 1985, there were only two public rooms left in Manhattan, down from several thousand during
the 1930° 5. In 1986, The Color of Monay, a sequeal tothe Hustler with Paul Mewman in the same role and

Tom Cruise as a an up-and-coming professional, brought the excitement of pool to a new generation.

The result was the opening of "upscale” rooms catering to people whose senses would have been
offended by the old rooms if they had ever seen them. This trend began slowly in 1987 and has since surged,
even resulting in a public stock offering in 1981 by Jillian's, a Boston-based room chain.

While the game has had its heroas since the early 1800's, it has had to wage a constant battle for respectability.
Poolrooms were often the target of politicians and legislators eager to show an ability to purge immaorality from the
community. Even today, obtaining a billiard license can require compliance with antiquated ragulations. In the
1920's, the poolroom was an environment in which men gathered to loiter, smoke, fight, bet, and play. The rooms
of the 1900's bear no resemblance to those of earlier times. The new rooms have a cachet approaching that of chic
restaurants and night clubs. They offer quality equipment, expert instruction, and the chance for people to meet
gocially for a friendly evening. Being totally without stigma, these rooms are responsible for introducing an entire
new audience to the game and are resulting in the greatest surge in billiard intern the United States in over a century.

28



29

GBE &k finl

Billiards Express

Custom Cue
BRIFRRB Appreciation

Cues have the following types: Custom Cue, Production
Cue, Collection Cue, House Cue and so on.

Rare Luxury TAD Cue

OMEGA The Lady Cue

Jerry McWorter Cue

Upscale and Exquisite
Black Boar Cue

(Collected by Japanese cue
collector Iwao Lucky Hishinuma)

TAD Cue

(Voted the firstin 1st Taiwan
Custom Cue exhibition)
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International Billiards
EfRaXRTLHE Industry News

BCA o Drastically Cut Spending

The Billiard Congress of America has
announced the reduction spending during
the upcoming year.

The Billiard Congress of America (BCA)
announced that it plans to dramatically
reduce its spending and focus solely on
promoting its International Billiard and
Home Recreation Expo, according to
executive director Rob Johnson and
president Sean Cummings.

BCA made the decision was mainly as
the profit lessened from its International
Billiard and Home Recreation Expo,

Safety and the environment

While many cloth manufacturers are not
concerned with the principles of green

manufacturing in developing countries.

Iwan Simonis S.A. of Belgium, manufacturer
of Simonis cloth is considered to be a low
environmental impact company.

In the history of billiard, the cloth has been
traditionally green in reference to the colour
of the grass. Simonis Green has new meaning,
environmentally responsible manufacturing,
available from Simonis.

Willing to respect the Kyoto Protocol, Iwan

Viking Cue Creates New Website

Viking Cues has created a new web site design.

In order to give their viewers a great website
experience, Viking Cue has enhanced the
content and functionality of their website.
Another new addition to the Viking Cue
website is the translator feature with over
22 languages.

As in most new innovations in the cue industry,

which is practically the sole source of income
for the BCA.

To further cut expenditures, the organization
will no longer produce its annual 9-ball
championships, and new Hall of Fame members
will not be afforded an induction ceremony.
Additionally, the BCA will no longer provide
monetary support to the National Wheelchair
Poolplayers Association (NWPA) or the
Association of College Unions International (ACUI).
The BCA will remain as the North American
liaison for the World Pool-Billiard Association
(WPA) but will not supply players with funds
to play in WPA events as they have in the past.

Simonis S.A. has begun an initiative to reduce
Its energy consumption for manufacturing by
10% in order to reduce electrical consumption

and carbon dioxide emissions.

In addition, Simonis utilizes state-of-the-art
high-efficiency units to heat the manufacturing
facilities, Simonis pre-treat our water used in

manufacturing before sending it on to the local
water treatment facility, Simonis use recyclable

packaging materials, and Simonis encourage
and facilitate the recycling of all manufacturing
waste products.

Viking Cue was the first to offer the “Cue

Customizer” feature. This enables the visitor
to sample different color configurations of

numerous cue models.

Another new feature is the “Cue Slider”
with high-resolution product images that you
can click and drag to view all of the intricate
details of our cues,
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GrandBilliard

Experience the difference, play !

Start promoting online pool today and double your revenues!
With our 100% realistic online game, both billiard and snooker
fans alike can practice while they are away from their own
table. Pros love it, and your members will too. Contact us
today to learn how you can increase your revenues from this
complimentary offer.

Play online
www.GrandBilliard.com

® Open 24/7  * Daily live tournaments # Win real prizes  ® Play from any computer
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Brunswic]e, the leac[ing‘ pool tables

manufacture in the inclustry since 1845-++ -

BRUNSWICK

WWW.BRUNSWICKBILLIRARDS.COM

The best products and service at competitive prices everyday, the real reasons

why families and professional players have chosen Brunswick for over 161 years.

il o ond Bied o gadl b sa

Allenton Bayfield Black Wolf Shorewood Bristol
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China Import and Export Fair
PEHHEOBRREZHIEMIE Pazhou Complex
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