Last weekend saw American Pool Network’s 1st ever National Championship Finals held at Rileys Harrow. A fantastic turnout of 51 players from all around the country came to take part in Amateur 9-balls biggest ever event!

Friday

Proceedings began on Friday evening with a number of players arriving early to play in the Friday Night flyers (singles £5/man & doubles £10/team), as well as a break contest (£2/attempt, highest number of balls made over 5 breaks wins the pot)
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Larry Hinrichs (St Albans) took the first honours of the night by defeating Dave Rahim (Harrow) in the first singles, winning himself £30. Dave took £20 for being runner up. A few more players duly arrived for a larger singles flyer; Tony Burton (Basildon) reached the final courtesy of a 5-3 win over Phil Burford (Darlington). In the other semi, Dan Lim (St Albans) defeated Harrow snooker player Harish by the same score. The final was pretty much one way traffic with Burton running out a 5-1 winner. Phil Burford won the 3rd place match.








Larry Hinrichs (St Albans)
The break contest was meanwhile taking shape; the early pace setter was Tom Chamberlain (St Albans) with 5 balls over 5 breaks. This stood until it was increased to 6 by Phil Johnson (St Albans) then 3 players later 7 was the new mark set by Dave Rahim (Harrow).
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         Phil Johnson (St Albans)


      Tom Chamberlain (St Albans)

The final flyer of the evening was a scotch doubles event. The final was between Chun Hao Man/Kevin Lau (Manchester) and Phil Burford/Tony Burton (Darlington/Basildon). A spirited effort from the mancunians was not enough to stop Phil and Tony cash in for the second time of the night, as they ran out 4-2 winners.
In the break comp “Big G” Graham West (St Albans) was hoping to atone for his earlier effort of 1 ball! A good 1st break saw 2 balls down, and then a 3rd was added on break 2. His 3rd was dry but a ball in the 4th kept his hopes alive! [image: image13.jpg]


A golden break was required on the last (the 9 = 5 pts, all other balls = 1) and it duly arrived, kicked into the corner off the 4! The new leader on 9 pts. A further 12 players tried their luck but to no avail…. Graham picked up £60 for his efforts.

Saturday
Play in the main competition began at 10.30 Saturday morning. Team Northampton (Steve Evans, Paul James & Donovan Pillay) were delayed by a dodgy minicab that dropped them off a mile from 

       Graham West (St Albans)
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the club in the middle of a downpour! A soaking wet Paul James was rather unhappy to find that his cues’ moori tip had become somewhat of a wet sponge by the time they arrived! Still, it didn’t seem to affect him too much as he beat Victoria’s out of sorts Daniel Watmore 9-6!  A number of interesting draws in the first round of this handicapped event would prove to be entertaining! Faisal Quadeer (considered by many to be the luckiest pool player alive) of  St Albans took out Phil Burford 9-8, Luke Pepperell (Reading) won 9-8 over Martin Lee (Manchester) by means of a tricky 8/9 combo.
Play was double elimination till the last 16, then a knockout round with the 8 winners returning on Sunday for the final stages.

Steve Turnbull (Reading) was sent to the 







The Beer Patrol, Steve Evans (L)

 & Paul James (R – both Northampton)
losers’ side by Dave Hood (also Reading), Steve was 7-1 up but Hood switched gears after his request to change tables was refused and he ran out a 9-7 winner. Faisal justified his reputation by fluking the 8 ball at hill-hill in his losers side qualification match against Matt Gittings (Reading) who had fought well to come back from 8-5 down. A severely chopped routine stun shot rattled both corner jaws and the (unnecessary) checked side imparted on the 8 meant that it slid across into the opposite corner. Just for good measure, he twitched the 9 too but to Matt’s disbelief; it rattled, hung, and then finally dropped!
Phil Burford and doubles partner Tony Burton both advanced through the losers side of the draw (Tony having been sent packing 9-4 by Luke Pepperell). Burton had to suffer 3 hill-hill matches in a row before reaching his last 16 spot – quite a feat! He took out [image: image15.jpg]


Southern Regional Champion Jon Chalmers, Leicester’s Ben Scroby and the Q-Bar’s Dave Slatak.
Manchester’s’ hopes were being carried by Steve Mak, who reached the Last 16 via 9-0, 9-4 and 9-6 score lines against players which might have been considered favourites. Steve was very solid however, and was to play Australian Dan Watmore in the 1st knockout round.

The last 16 saw some big-guns fighting it out…Reading’s Mike Rogers broke dry at 
Southern Regional Champion
            Jon Chalmers (Bournemouth)                       7-7 with Tony Burton, who ran out that 
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                                                                           rack then broke and dished the last to deny Rogers access to the money stages. Nigel Francis (Victoria) finally ended Faisal Quadeers campaign by grinding out a 9-7 win. Phil Burford took out Sam Liu (St Albans) 9-4, surprise package (and much improved player!) Ajit Mistry (Manchester) defeated the solid James Waterton (Leicester) 9-3; Dave Hood came back from 4-0 down against Rob Law (Colchester) to win 9-4. Steve Mak made it 2 macunians in the quarter finals by defeating Dan Watmore 9-5, Jermaine Rochester rode his luck (and 3 or 4 9-balls!) against Abhay Rao to win 9-5 and Steve Evans completed the last 8 by beating a solid James “The Strop” Court (St Albans) 9-6.

Nigel Francis (Victoria)
Friday night saw more flyers, a new break comp and a 10-ball ring game. The untried combination of Jon Chalmers/Colin “Mad Dog” Rennison (Bournemouth/Harrow) was fearsome and they hammered the pre-tournament favourites Phil and Tony 4-1 in the final. The break contest was a much larger affair this time, Mike Rogers was the early pace setter with 9, the same score that won the night before – was it to be enough this time? Phil Johnson and Stave 
Mak both got 7s before Dave Hood stepped up to equal Rogers’ mark and claim a share of the pot. [image: image17.jpg]


Phil Burford (who had cashed in every event he had played so far) continued his good fortune by means of a run of 2, 0, 7 (golden + 2 balls), 1, 1 to set a massive target of 11. With time running out a few more players tried their luck before Burford claimed the £130 pot.
Phil Burford (Darlington – R)
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8 players took part in the ring game. Mike Rogers, Colin Rennison, Tom Chamberlain, Dave Hood, Steve Turnbull, Paul Talbot (Harrow), Matt Gittings and Paul Morgan (Harrow). £5/man and 50p the 10 ball were the original stakes. After 4 racks 4 players were on £7 and 4 on £3. Mike Rogers took the first big rack with the 10-ball at a £1 to give him some breathing space. Steve Turnbull won the rack that he needed to keep him alive and take out Paul Talbot and Matt Gittings. The next player to capitulate was Tom Chamberlain who went out with the 10 at £1.50. With the stakes at £2 Colin Rennison was in desperate trouble but a missed 10 by Rogers let Colin in to save 
Tom Chamberlain (L, St Albans) & Mike Rogers (R, Reading) 

with what might have been!

                                                                                                    himself. Paul Morgan (Harrow) was out at this stage too which left Mike on £15, Dave Hood on £13 and Colin on £12. With the 10 at £7.50, Dave spurned a good chance as did Mike which Colin Rennison finally converted to take a healthy lead over Mike. At £20 each the players played a final rack – winner takes all. Mike didn’t give Colin a second lifeline this time, and dished up at the first attempt.
Sunday
The Quarter Finals saw some great matches. Jermaine Rochester (Harrow) nailed a 7/9 combo against Nigel Francis (Victoria) at hill-hill. Tony Burton stepped up a gear to beat Northampton’s Steve Evans 9-7 from 7-7. Phil Burford was made to work hard against Steve Mak (Manchester) and had to grind out a 9-7 win. Dave Hood also played well in defeating Ajit Mistry 9-5 from 5 each.
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         The semi finals saw two great matches. Tony Burton shared the opening few racks with Jermaine Rochester (missing a few balls along the way) before opening up an 8-5 lead. At 8-5 a miss by Jermaine on the 7 allowed Burton in to finish the match, but he missed the 9! The score was now 8-6 with Jermaine to break. Golden! – 8-7! However, the 9 was straight in the corner and Jermaine didn’t take it and re-broke as Tony had done earlier in the match when he got a golden. So Tony’s missed 9 only cost him 1 rack not 2, and the fact that he still had his 2 rack lead meant the pressure wasn’t as bad as what it could have been.
Tony Burton (Basildon)

Jermaine Rochester (Harrow)
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Phil Burford vs. Dave Hood was a classic. Both are fearless great young players with huge amounts of natural talent. Phil was the pre-match favourite in many people’s eyes being the more experienced player in so far as reaching the later stages of tournaments goes, and having never lost to Hood previously. But Dave Hood was on a mission – he opened up a 6-3 lead with Phil looking a little out of sorts, but Dave perhaps saw the finish line a little too early and a couple of mistakes let Burford in. Phil took full advantage and displayed an array of shot making and defence to storm into a 7-6 lead.  Dave broke the next and got a shot on the 1 but missed, Phil also missed to set Hood up for a 1/9 combo. Hood took it on as the run out was tricky, 
Dave Hood (Reading)

and nailed it in the top corner. 7-7 saw Burford try to reassert himself in the match as Dave missed a 3, but a missed thin cut down the end rail on the 9 allowed Hood to sneak to the hill first. Burford again drew level after Dave missed a dolly 6 in the middle, so with the scores at 8-8 Phil broke and made 2 balls, the run out looks fairly straightforward but a shock miss on the 5 allows for yet another swing in the match. Dave Hood ran down to the 8 which he slightly over hit to leave him a ¾ length shot on the 9 to win. The final twist: Dave rushed his shot and missed the 9 by some distance; it looks like it might end up safe but the cue ball run far enough to leave a thin snip on the 9 into the top corner bag. Certainly not the easiest shot (especially under the circumstances) but Burford took his time studied the shot, cleaned his cue and composed himself for a very good shot on the 9 to send him into the final.
The Final
A healthy crowd remained for the final which was going to struggle to be a classic after the semi final exploits of both players and the fact that they had both come all the way through the loser’s side from 1st round defeats – a fantastic achievement in its own right!
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Phil and Tony are also good friends and perhaps this affected both of them as neither produced the fluid shot making that we had been used to seeing over the last 2 days. However, a final it was, and they could not be faulted for effort. Phil took an early 6-3 lead that he would never relinquish. Tony had a good chance to level matters at 7-7, but was constantly fighting the cue ball and struggled during his run-out. Indeed a miss on the 5 allowed Burford in to take a commanding lead of 8-6 rather than face a 7-7 score. A foul by Tony Burton in the next afforded Phil Burford ball in hand with a straightforward 1/9 combo to wrap things up and beat his good friend 9-6 in the 4th final they have played against each other.

Tony Burton (L) & Phil Burford (R)

Phil and Tony weren’t quite finished yet however, as they teamed up for another scotch doubles tournament and yet again cashed in with a victory over Paul James and Steve Evans (Northampton). Steve had just won the last singles flyer of the night by defeating Larry Hinrichs in the final.
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Rileys Harrow General Manager Steve Boyd presents the finalists with their trophies (Tony Burton, Runner-Up, Left & Phil Burford, Winner, Right)

Many thanks to General Manager Steve Boyd and his members of staff for their generous hospitality over the long weekend. Many thanks also to all the players who participated over the weekend, we hope you enjoyed yourselves and look forward to seeing you in APN-Leagues events during the New Year.
Selected Results
Last 16

James Court (St Albans) 6 – 9 Steve Evans (Northampton)

Mike Rogers (Reading) 7 – 9 Tony Burton (Basildon)

Jermaine Rochester (Harrow) 9 – 5 Abhay Rao (Leicester)

Nigel Francis (Victoria) 9 – 7 Faisal Quadeer (St Albans)

Phil Burford (Darlington) 9 – 4 Sam Liu (St Albans)

Steve Mak (Manchester) 9 – 5 Daniel Watmore (Victoria)

Rob Law (Colchester) 4 – 9 Dave Hood (Reading)

Ajit Mistry (Manchester) 9 – 3 James Waterton (Leicester)

Quarter Finals

Steve Evans 7 – 9 Tony Burton

Jermaine Rochester 9 – 8 Nigel Francis

Phil Burford 9 – 7 Steve Mak

Dave Hood 9 – 5 Ajit Mistry

Semi Finals







Final

Tony Burton 9 – 7 Jermaine Rochester

Phil Burford 9 – 6 Tony Burton

Phil Burford 9 – 8 Dave Hood

Payouts
Winner £400

Runner Up £200

Semis £100 x 2

Quarters £50 x 4

___________________

Total Prize Fund £1000*

*No Entry Fees for the main tournament.

Flyers and other events
Singles
(W) Steve Evans £35

(R/U) Larry Hinrichs £20

(W) Tony Burton £40

(R/U) Dan Lim £20

(3rd) Phil Burford £10

(W) Larry Hinrichs £30

(R/U) Dave Rahim £20

Scotch Doubles
(W) Tony Burton/Phil Burford £40
(R/U) Chun Hao Man/Kevin Lau £20

(W) Tony Burton/Bhil Burford £40

(R/U) Paul James/Steve Evans £20

(W) Jon Chalmers/Colin Rennison £50

(R/U) Tony Burton/Phil Burford £30

Break Contests
Graham West £60

Phil Burford £130

Ring Game

Mike Rogers £40

_________________________

Total Paid out in Flyers etc = £605

Other Event Photos
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